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with social and religious ceremonies. The usual practice is to
give the harwaha the minimum possible amount. Complete re-
fusal to give any more advance involves "the danger of losing the
harwaha and hence is a rare occurrence. But with the mount-
ing up of a harwaha's debt the amount of such advances
diminishes and their frequency declines. In the eastern parts
of the U.P. this limit lies in the neighbourhood of rupees fifty.
At this stage, the harwaha normally finds a new master. Every-
one of them is not, however, capable of changing masters. The
Musahars and Bhuiyas, for instance, rarely change masters.

Bates of Interest

As these people have no tangible security to offer, they have
to pay very high rates of interest. These usually vary from 24
per cent per annum to 75 per cent per annum, but 37 J per cent
per annum is the rate most common. These are all nominal rates
of interest payable twice a year. Some of them do not have to
pay any interest but have to work on wages lower than the
market rate. In the case of loans in kind, the range within which
the rate of interest varies is the same as in the case of tenants.

Extent^of Indebtedness

The amount of debt per depressed class debtor varies from
locality to locality but in the same locality it depends on the
number of years that have elapsed since the beginning of har-
wahi. In the eastern and central parts of the U.P. the debt of 32
per cent harwaha and labourer families varies from nil to Rs. 20,
of 47 per cent families from 20 to 50, and in the remaining
21 per cent cases it is more than Rs. 50. Rarely does the
debt of a family exceed Rs. 100. If at times we are told that the
debt of a harwaha family comes to several hundred rupees, we
can safely attribute it to the manipulations of the money-lender.
This is done simply to impress upon the harwaha the impossi-
bility of his ever becoming free. Here only about 9 per cent
families are debt-free. In Bihar the debt of 35 per cent families
varies from nil to Rs. 20, of 38 per cent families from 20 to 50,
and, in the case of the remaining 27 per cent families it is more
than Rs. 50. As in the eastern and central parts of the U.P.
Rs. 100 serves more or less as the upper limit to the debt of a